Lyme disease is endemic throughout the UK and the number of laboratory confirmed cases has steadily risen to just over 1000 in 2011, 3, 4 which is thought to significantly underestimate the true incidence. 5 Males and females are equally affected with the highest rate being among those aged between 45 and 64 years. 3 In this particular case, Lyme neuroborreliosis would be more likely than syphilis and therefore worthy of investigation. The incidence of syphilis for women in England has fallen significantly to 265 cases in 2012 with women over 50 years being least likely to receive this diagnosis. 6 Scotland recorded only 17 cases of syphilis in females in 2012. 7 Public Health England data tables for HIV record only 220 cases in women over 50 years in 2012. 8 We are not proposing Lyme neuroborreliosis as the diagnosis in this case but seek to raise awareness amongst physicians to keep this possibility in mind when investigating an infectious aetiology for cerebral vasculitis.
